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History 2.9 billion

“Th birds gone since 1970

ks of the 1950's
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High Production Farming

History of Quail in NC and the Southeast
“The Glory Days”
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Farming in the 50’s
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Through the 70’s & 80’s First % of the 215t Century

15  1950s: Cheap Fertilizer
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What to do now??

« still Production Driven Farm Malntgnance
+ More time = more production s and Production

3 Improvements
* Excess time for farm maintenance 7

« Addition of Agricultural Land from Marginal Habitat
* New “Neatand Tidy"
* Neighbor Comparison
« Efficiency of Herbicide

Pre- “Glory Days” Forest

* Native American Culture
* Burning
* Hunting
* Farming

Birthplace of American
Forestry
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Change to
Historical
Figure 1. Overstocked naturally regenerated

HAPPY SMOKEY
ieblely pie stand with mere than 2000 ¢ Management BIRTHDAY %7 {8 BEAR
stems to the acre, Photo Credit: Tom Brant, b ’

Increased Timber Production Rt

Was it needed?? —- Yes Unintended Wildlife Consequences??

* Find a way to get back to low efficacy
farming?

* Revert back to low timber production?

So now what? NO

The 20t Century in a
Nutshell

* The changes to agricultural and timber
production occurred for good reason.

* Fighting to return to 1930’s Ag and timber
production is unreasonable.
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How Do We Manage for + Silver Bullet: Thin & Burn
« Sunlight & Bare Mineral Soil

Prior to the
“Glory
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Silver Bullet: Not so Simple Silver Bullet: Not so Simple
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Silver Bullet: Not so
Simple

Burning: Variable Outcomes
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Silver Bullet: Not so Simple | s ol o
Growing Season-Burning
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Silver Bullet: Not so
Simple
Burning: Variable Outcomes

« Timing
« Burn Interval

Silver Bullet: Not so
Simple

Timber Stand Improvement Timber Stand Improvement

Mechanical Mechanical

Timber Restoration

* Improvements in Timber Genetics and Timber Products

Timber Stand Improvement

Chemical
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* Revert back to low timber production?

* Find a way to get back to low efficacy
farming??

So now what? NO

Using Hi-Tech Ag to Favor Wildlife

Changing
Perspective

* Demonstrate what good habitat is

« Positive feedback loop

Converting areas of Negative input into Suitable habitat

Who Pays?

* Revert back to low timber production?

* Find a way to get back to low efficacy
farming??

So now what?

NO

illustrations of.com 41238073



Cost-Share Opportunities P

North Carolina =" Ukl
Lonqleaf Coalition $

Lorgiedt P in NG

Contacts > Programs

Technical Assistance available for EVERYONE

Next Steps-Landowners

? $

Ask, Ask, Ask Developa Stayin contact Seek cost-share
Management Plan through the process  opportunities as they
are available and
WHEN THEY ALIGN
WITH YOUR
OBJECTIVE
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Natural Resources Conservation Service

P
Audubon
NORTH CAROLINA

do | startand what program

Federal, State,
and NGO

Develop FMP

Start the process on appropriate Cost-S|

Technical

Assistance

Next Steps-Resource Professionals

Establish relationships with
other Federal, State, or NGO
land management-based

Have other resources

available to landowners

agencies
* May help better meet their * These are the folks working
objective to improve habitat with

private landowners in your
area.
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Happens in
the Next %
Century

(a) Popuiation trends (mean annual BBS counts) for the
Northern Boowhite (biue) and Grasshopper Sparmow (red)
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Questions/Discussion?

Quail Management on Private Lands

Jake Comer
Sr. Farm Bill Biologist
336-254-7143




