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Methods to Meet Your Management Goals 
& A Breakdown of TRLTôs Sportsman Access 

Program

Primary mission:

Local land conservation

Sportsman Access 
Program
Åmanaged lands for 

sportsman access 

Habitat Enhancement 
Lands Program
Åtechnical service for 

landowners

ÅH.E.L.P. ïWhat is it?

Åfor-fee consultation

Åwe saw a need 

Åone-stop-shop to provide assistance 

Åevery landowner is different

Importance

Åprivately owned ï90% 

Åcanôt leave solely in the hands of agencies

Private lands are left holding majority of species 

Åmay contain sensitive species 
Åloss without management (e.g., plants, salamanders, bats)

Åcannot expect animals to make long distance movements to isolated patches

Åincreased travel distances = higher likelihood of mortality 

Åhome range size requirement

Ågenetic isolation
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Develop a plan! 

ñIf you have no idea where you are going, 
how do you know when you get there?ò

Build a good foundation

ñI want to manage for wildlife.ò

Specific
Ådetermine best course of action

Measurable  
Åtract the management activities

Ådetermine if meeting objectives

Objectives can be many

Åcattle, timber, wildlife, agriculture, recreation, income, 
invasive management, pollinators

Åprioritize  

Åfinding overlap & integrating management 

Åsweet spot Ąmaking management pay for itself by 
correctly utilizing areas

Realizing feasibility 

Å e.g., quail, QDM

Determining what you have and the quality of it.

Components of wildlife habitat: 
Åfood

Åwater 

Åcover 

Åspace

Åarrangement

Determining what you have and the quality of it.

Components of wildlife habitat: 
Åfood

Åwater 

Åcover 

Åspace

Åarrangement

Most feasible to 

manipulate for HQ 

improvement 

Improve food and cover by manipulating:

Åvegetation composition ïñwhatôs growingò
Åpromote plants that produce food for desired wildlife

Åvegetation structure ïñhow tall & dense itôs growingò

ÅAlter density and height to provide cover
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Requires time or money
Åshould ensure we are being efficient  

Save time + Save money + Being efficient 
with resources = increase impact

Increase impact 

Åavoiding pitfalls that suck time and $
Åmaximizing value of things that work 

well

Roping management activities 
together

Well established road system
Åless time and money on maintenance 
Åprevent erosion & preserve top soil
Åfaster access 
Åless wear & tear on equipment 

Åmultipurpose Ą timber mngt, 
firebreaks, access
Åreduce time blowing firebreaks

Åreduce hunting pressure

ÅTime sensitive 
Åsite preparation/planting
Åherbicide applications 

ÅEvery area has a suite of plant species 
adapted to grow there

Åyellow poplar vs shortleaf

Åmaintaining fertile bottomland in early 
succession

ÅNorthern Aspects ïcooler and wetter  -
probably not the best place for 
woodland restoration  Ą tougher to 
implement fire

ÅWaiting too long to plant after harvest
Ålosing income (time value of money) 

Åmore expensive to reforest

ÅSetting them, and forgetting them!
Åincome driven Ą should be thinning! 

Åeventually will stagnate and succumb to 
disease and pest issues 

ÅConsulting foresters
Ålandownerôs agent

Åmore money 

Perception: unmanaged oak stands = premier wildlife habitat 

Reality: little forage, little cover

50-100 lbs of forage/ac 1000+ lbs of forage/ac

Historically a large component of 
the landscape (BA 30 ï70 ft2/ac)
Å extremely high in plant 

diversity 
Å increased forage
Å increase insect abundance
Å increase seed availability


